About HousingConnections.org: Housing Opportunities

Several years ago, Portland’s Bureau of Housing and Community Development (BHCD) received a grant from the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to develop a cutting-edge service and make it available to anyone interested in housing or related services in the Portland Metro area.  Stakeholder groups of housing providers, consumers, and housing-related agencies worked together with City staff and created a technological tool that fulfilled the collective “wish list” of the stakeholders.  The Fair Housing Council (FHCO) has worked under contract with the City of Portland to help expand awareness and use of the resulting web-based housing locator service www.housingconnections.org.

How You Can Help:

We know that many of you already know about HousingConnections.org (if you don’t, please do read on for an explanation); we also realize many of you routinely face low vacancy rates and lengthy waitlists.  Even if you’re not currently using the free site to promote your own property we would greatly appreciate it you would:

1. Provide a link to HousingConnections.org on your own website.  This will help the public service site tremendously as those websites that are most often linked to tend to fall higher in search engine results.  Both higher search engine placement and the actual link on your site will help spread the word about this great resource!  If you would like to link with a HousingConnections.org graphic contact JBecker@FHCO.org and we’ll send you one!

2. Tell others about HousingConnections.org.  Several of you were involved in the stakeholder meetings during the site’s creation and have been tremendous supporters of the site.  Besides telling housing consumers about the site, we would also greatly appreciate it if you’d share your positive experiences with it with other housing providers and encourage them to post on the site.

3. If you have suggestions of how to promote the site to housing providers or housing consumers, please don’t hesitate to contact JBecker@FHCO.org with your recommendations.  We’d love to hear your thoughts!  Likewise, if you have ideas for improving the site’s functionality, do let us know.

How the Site Works: 

The site is designed to link housing providers, housing consumers, and housing related services and agencies in a one-stop virtual information fair.  Whether you are seeking housing or listing / marketing available housing, access and use is free.  Currently, the site sees thousands of housing searches a week and with on-going marketing to consumers, this number is only expected to increase.  While designed for the Portland-Vancouver market, it turns out folks from all across Oregon are using HousingConnections.org.

When a virtual visitor selects “search for housing” they are presented with the opportunity to look for rental housing, homes for sale, and/or shared housing options.  A housing consumer can search for a dwelling by location, size, price, accessibility, special needs/features/amenities, and/or availability date and can then refine the database to identify housing that most closely matches their needs.  They can also obtain information on how to become involved in homeownership programs, calculate the most appropriate monthly housing payment for their household income, find bus routes and other local services/schools in the area of a particular residence, and/or learn about a host of other consumer-related issues of interest.

Housing providers are able to find information about how to most successfully market their housing, use special system tools to manage property wait lists, learn about community-based programs to pay for capital improvements and property maintenance, locate housing provider trade associations, hear about the latest local news in the industry and/or upcoming training and events related to housing, and accept on-line applications from consumers.  Additionally, the City has technical staff to assist those of us who are technology-challenged in uploading and managing your data in your own free HousingConnections account.  

And, did we mention this is all FREE?  This is probably the only situation you will ever find that even if it sounds too good to be true, it really IS true!  Think of it as evidence of your tax dollars and your progressive BHCD staff at work for you.

In this day and age of scarce resources, people and dollars required to be stretched beyond all previous boundaries to achieve even better results than ever before expected, housingconnections.org is a method for everyone interested in housing in the Portland-Metro area to pool energies, resources, and opportunities for a mutually beneficial outcome.  We encourage you to give it a try.  You have nothing to lose and everything to gain.  We think you will be as excited about the results as we are.  If you have questions about HousingConnections, if you need help to get started, and/or if you would like someone to come and talk to you or your staff about the site, please contact Laura Shepherd at 503/223-8197 Ext. 107 or lshepherd@FHCO.org. 

